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who played a critical role in bringing 
about the demise of Communism.’’ Wil-
liam Safire, no fan of organized labor, 
wrote this about Lane Kirkland and 
Lech Walesa: ‘‘Together these two 
anti-Communist patriots fought the 
Soviet empire when the weak-kneed 
were bleating ‘convergence’. Their re-
fusal to compromise with evil exempli-
fied the leadership that helped win— 
the word is ‘win’—the cold war.’’ 

As a South Carolinian and an Amer-
ican, I am proud of the central role 
that Lane played in the central strug-
gle of this century. People in the 
United States and around the world 
know the exhilaration and opportunity 
that freedom brings in part because of 
Lane Kirkland. In his last speech in 
South Carolina, Lane addressed the 
South Carolina Historical Society. He 
opened by saying, ‘‘I am honored to be 
here even though it suggests that I am 
history.’’ In reality Lane Kirkland 
made history.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO HEATHER RENEE 
FRENCH

∑ Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to congratulate Heather 
Renee French of Maysville, Kentucky, 
on her recent crowning as Miss Amer-
ica 1999. 

Ms. French is an outstanding young 
woman who made all Kentuckians 
proud of her impressive showing at this 
year’s prestigious Miss America pag-
eant. She made history with her win on 
September 18, 1999, as the first Miss 
Kentucky ever to be named as the 
reigning Miss America—and the goal to 
help homeless Veterans she’s set for 
her year-long term will likely make 
history as well. 

Though young, Ms. French has ac-
complished a great deal in her 24 years. 
A graduate of the University of Cin-
cinnati (U of C) undergraduate program 
and a student in the U of C Masters of 
Design school, she currently teaches at 
the U of C design school, and is work-
ing on a textbook for college-level de-
sign students. 

Her resume boasts extensive service 
and volunteer experience, including 
working with the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation, volunteering at VA hospitals 
and with the Statewide Vietnam Vet-
erans Awareness Campaign. It is re-
freshing to see an intelligent, success-
ful young woman who takes the time 
to spend unpaid hours working to help 
others.

According to post-pageant inter-
views, Ms. French has indicated that 
the top priority with her newly-won 
title is to lobby Congress on behalf of 
America’s Veterans. The daughter of a 
disabled Vietnam Veteran, Ms. French 
has become acutely aware of the prob-
lems Veterans face and the obstacles 
they often have to overcome. 

I also would like to congratulate the 
French family, as this is their victory 

as well. They are to be commended for 
the love and support they provided 
throughout Heather’s life, and 
throughout what was surely a busy 
summer preparing for the September 
pageant. Her father, Ron, deserves rec-
ognition as the inspiration for Heath-
er’s strong desire to help America’s 
Veterans and for the Purple Heart he 
earned during the Vietnam War. As a 
father, it would encourage me to know 
that my daughters had learned some-
thing from a parents’ adversity that 
would drive them to help others with 
similar experiences. 

My colleagues and I join in congratu-
lating you, Ms. French, on your success 
and wish you all the best in what will 
surely be an exciting year.∑ 
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ALASKA NATIONAL GUARDSMEN 
RECEIVE MACKAY TROPHY 

∑ Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
would like to take this time to pay 
tribute to the men of Air Force Rescue 
470, from the 210th Rescue Squadron in 
the Alaska Air National Guard. These 
five men, stationed at Kulis Air Na-
tional Guard Base in Anchorage, Alas-
ka, recently received the Mackay Tro-
phy. The Mackay Trophy is given each 
year to the person or crew in the 
United States Air Force for what is 
considered the most meritorious flight 
of the year. The crew of Air Force Res-
cue 470 certainly deserve this pres-
tigious award. 

Let me tell you a little bit about the 
rescue they performed which led to this 
recognition. On May 27, 1998, six peo-
ple, including two small children, fly-
ing in the Tordrillo Mountains, sud-
denly crashed into a glacier about 
10,500 feet above sea level. These people 
were trapped in their plane, with dark-
ness coming and the temperature drop-
ping. Because they were not dressed for 
the extreme cold that would come, 
these six people would surely not sur-
vive the night. 

Fortunately for them, they had some 
of the best trained, best equipped, and 
bravest men were on the way to the 
crash site. This was not an easy rescue 
by any means. It was already ex-
tremely cold, visibility was only 1⁄8 of a 
mile, the wind was anywhere between 
ten and forty knots, and the crashed 
plane was high up the mountain. Nor-
mally any one of these factors would 
make a rescue attempt extremely 
risky. But Air Force Rescue 470 had to 
contend with all sorts of deterrents in 
order to rescue these people before 
nightfall came. 

The crew had to fly up to an altitude 
of over 12,000 feet because of the visi-
bility problem. The thin air made it 
difficult for the helicopter blades to 
keep the aircraft aloft and for the men 
to breathe. As soon as a hole in the 
clouds appeared, they dove down into 
the mountainous terrain to land. The 
weather was only getting worse, and 

the pararescuers had only fifty min-
utes, because of the limited fuel sup-
ply, to pry open the wreckage of the 
downed plane, get everyone out, and 
get them all safely back to the heli-
copter, six hundred feet away. All six 
lives were saved. 

Mr. President, I know that the crew 
of Air Force Rescue 470 were simply 
happy to be serving their country on 
this day back in May of 1998. I also 
know that they have made countless 
other rescues, just as have other Res-
cue units around the country. But I am 
especially proud that these fine young 
men of the Alaska Air National Guard 
were chosen for the Mackay Trophy. So 
to Lieutenant Colonel John Jacobs, the 
pilot, First Lieutenant Thaddeus 
Stolar, the copilot, Master Sergeant 
Scott Hamilton, Master Sergeant Steve 
Daigle, and Technical Sergeant Greg 
Hopkins, the pararescuers, I congratu-
late you. Both Alaska and the Nation 
thank you for your continued efforts to 
save lives.∑ 
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ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 
24, 1999 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it stand 
in adjournment until the hour of 9:30 
a.m. on Friday, September 24. Further, 
I ask unanimous consent that on Fri-
day, immediately following the prayer, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and the Senate then resume consider-
ation of the VA–HUD appropriations 
bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that following the vote 
on the Wellstone amendment Senator 
KERRY of Massachusetts be recognized 
to offer his amendment which is on the 
list.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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PROGRAM

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of all Senators, the Senate 
will convene at 9:30 a.m. Then fol-
lowing 2 minutes of debate, a vote on 
the Wellstone amendment regarding 
atomic veterans will take place. There-
fore, Senators can expect the first vote 
to take place at approximately 9:35 
a.m.

There are a few more amendments on 
the list that must be disposed of prior 
to final passage. Senators can expect 
votes throughout the morning. We will 
attempt to finish the bill by 11 o’clock 
in the morning. 
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